C. Smith & Associates 
21 East Huron 
Ste #4301 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Art Unit: 3724 

Application No.: 1 0/803,275 

Title: Hole Punch Having Elements With 

Non-circular Cutting Surfaces 

Inventor: Pamela Lowenthal 

Filed: March 18, 2004 

Attorney Cynthia L. Smith 

Docket No.: 36655-95604 

Examiner: Jason D. Prone 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED July 6, 2006 

Mail Stop: Non-Fee Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action of July 6, 2006, please amend the above-identified 



application as follows. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first- 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop - NON-FEE AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Al^andria, Virginia 22313-1450 oir 
Date: 



By: 



7 No^mber 3, 2C06 O / 
yT77 Cynthia L. Smith ' 
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This Response includes the following sections: 

I. Introduction begin on page 3 of this Response 

II. Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the claim listing which begins 
page 4 of this Response 

III. Remarks/Arguments begin on page 16 of this Response. 

IV. Conclusion begins on page 19 of this Response. 



Page 2 of 20 



I. Introduction 

This Response is in reply to a non-final Office Action mailed on July 6, 2006 in 
response to an RCE. The non-final office action has a shortened statutory period for reply 
of three months or October 6, 2006. This Response includes (1) amendments to the 
Claims and (2) a Request for a one month time extension under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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